Lessons from the coronavirus: distance learning organizations

Universal distance learning is one of the innovations that the Coronavirus Pandemic has brought to our
lives. Schools and universities had to urgently convert their programs into online format, and it turned out
that many of them were not ready for it.

Set of calls
The school treated this situation as a set of calls. Will we be able to master new technologies as quickly as
possible in a rapidly changing world? Will we be able not to lose the pace and not to bring down the
rhythm of education of schoolchildren? Will we be able to broadcast our position as clearly as possible to
parents and children? In such situations it is important to play in one team and support each other... Will
we be able to prepare such materials that can be shared not only with our colleagues, but also in other
schools?

Preparation
Colleagues, who had different experience of using online learning technologies, identified technical and
content opportunities, shared links to convenient databases with training materials and offered their
assistance in mastering the necessary programs.

Despite the variety of opportunities, it was important not to overload children with technology. We
agreed to use IT-system as a basic aggregator of tasks.

Initially, the task of teaching online lessons was not set before all teachers - they offered to take into
account the specifics of the subjects and the ability to independently perform work at a convenient time
for students with clearly marked deadlines and assessment system.

The benefits of distance learning for students
Feedback showed that online lessons take much more effort than regular lessons. It turned out to be very
difficult for many people to withstand four meetings with classmates and teachers in a row. In this regard,
the online format requires longer breaks than the normal form of learning.

Disadvantages of distance learning for students
It turned out that children have difficulties working with large formats (essays, term papers). But
nowadays there are services that can gladly provide writing cheap term papers and students often take

advantage of this advantage.

Problems and successes
Obviously, there are technical problems - it hangs, doesn't load and doesn't display correctly. That the
children didn't have time to pick up their textbooks from the school, and not everyone has a circus, a
laptop or the necessary books in the places where they are. That it takes much longer to get ready for
online lessons than usual.

And most importantly, it is terrible to imagine with what joy we all rush to embrace, when we see each
other in reality!
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